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Every two years, something remarkable happens.

For four days, Diisseldorf becomes far more than a host city. It becomes the place where an en-
tire industry gathers to exchange ideas, challenge assumptions and imagine what comes next.

New technologies will be unveiled. Partnerships will begin over conversations. Projects that
shape skylines may start with a handshake in a crowded exhibition hall. But beyond the ma-
chines, the prototypes and the product launches, Glasstec has always been about something
deeper.
People.

Engineers. Architects. Glassmakers. Designers. Researchers. Manufacturers.

Thousands of individuals connected by the same material, each bringing a different perspecti-
ve on what glass can become.

That spirit is what inspired this first edition of Beyond the Glass.

We believe that innovation does not begin with technology. It begins with curiosity. With a
willingness to ask better questions, to learn from one another and to look beyond what already
exists.

That is why this issue marks the beginning of From Sand to Sky—a documentary journey
exploring the remarkable story of glass, from its geological origins to the technologies shaping

its future.

Whether you meet us in Diisseldorf or discover these pages somewhere else in the world, we
hope this magazine becomes more than something to read.

We hope it becomes the beginning of a conversation.

See you at Glasstec 2026.
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; and slowly erode under
forces of wind, rain and ice. Rivers carry fragments downs-
tream, gradually breaking them into smaller particles. Through
weathering, erosion and transport, quartz grains accumulate as sand
a raw material that may one day enter a glass furnace. :
Did you know?
To us, a grain of sand seems ordinary. The quartz inside a
single grain of sand
may have begun its
geological journey
hundreds of millions
of years before the
first humans
appeared

But behind it lies a geological history spanning millions of years.

Long before we learned to make glass, nature was shaping its essen-
tial ingredient.

Every pane of glass begins with a grain of sand. But its story began millions of years
earlier. Every skyline begins with something almost invisible.

A grain of sand.
Long before architects imagined transparent cities, before civilizations learned to master fire, before
the first piece of glass reflected the human face, nature had already spent hundreds of millions of

years preparing its essential ingredient.

Every pane of glass carries within it the memory of mountains, rivers and deserts.

Piece of quartz
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The journey of a grain of sand
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Quartz-rich rock is Silica sand is extracted, Sand is melted with The molten material is The glass is ready for
broken down by wind, cleaned, and selected minerals at extreme formed and cooled - tempering, coating,
water, and time. for quality. heat to become glass. into flat glass. printing, and use.

Long before glass reflected skylines, it reflected nothing at all.

It existed only as quartz locked inside ancient mountains, shaped by forces too slow for
human eyes to witness.

For millions of years, rain, rivers and time worked together, breaking stone into grains
of sand. Hidden inside each one remained silica the quiet foundation of a material that
would one day transform architecture, science and everyday life.

Every sheet of glass carries the memory of that journey.

Forged by Fire

“In thenext issue we step inside one of the hottest indus-
trial environments on Earth, where sand loses its identity
and becomes glass”

NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLE



-_;:—:;?J_...- =

-

ﬁ'h(s The Glass insider; MistafarAl 4
20 ;Ilism.at]wnl PowerTomnrrnw : _ : : -l-F :
. “'.E [

y -
1l .ﬂ-"—'|

TURKIYE

_. Inside the people shaping
the glass industry

I!" ‘||-|,|IIIII:E| o

x e | ' - :

A -
.

;. § -

Mustafapt | 7 -

After years représenting leading machinery brands
across the world, our Turkish representative shares
his unique perspective on the glass industry,
its evolution, challenges, and opportunities.
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The future of glass isn’t being imagined
in design studios or research labs alone.
It’s taking shape every day on factory
floors, in production plants and through
the conversations of the people who have
spent decades watching the industry
evolve.

One of those voices comes from Turkey;,
a country that has quietly become one of
Europe’s most dynamic glass manufactu-
ring hubs. After years of working along-
side processors, machinery suppliers and
architectural projects across different
markets, he has learned that the biggest
changes rarely arrive overnight. They be-
gin almost unnoticed, until one day they

When asked what separates one machinery
supplier from another, he doesn’t mention

speed, print resolution or production capacity.

Instead, he talks about trust.
“A machine can always stop,” he explains.

“What matters is who answers the phone
when it does”
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Having worked with around fifteen
machinery manufacturers, he describes
Tecglass as one of the most reliable part-
ners he has experienced—not because
problems never happen, but because
solutions arrive quickly. In an industry
where every hour of downtime carries a
cost, after-sales service becomes part of
the machine itself.

Yet the conversation soon shifts beyond
machinery.

When asked about the future, his answer
comes without hesitation:

Solar facades.

For decades, solar panels have lived
almost exclusively on rooftops. He be-
lieves that era is ending. The next gene-
ration of buildings will transform their
facades into active surfaces capable of
producing clean energy while preser



BUILT WITH TECGLASS

- Budapest’s Rakoczi Square Metro Station -

Printed by Tecglass technology, where architecture becomes a lasting work of art.

The distinctive glass surface of Budapest’s Rakdczi Square Metro Station was brought to life
through Tecglass digital printing technology. Printed with precision using Tecglass printers, the desing
transforms the fagade into a unique architectural feature.

Designed by Rokosky Glass, the fagade transforms a public transit hub into an urban landmark. Every
panel demonstrates the durability and precision of ceramic digital printing.
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BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

M3 Metro Station

Digital ceramic glass by Rokos Glass
Printed with Tecglass technology





